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Religious Education (RE) Policy

1
Aims and objectives

1.1 
Religious Education (RE) enables children to investigate and reflect on some of the most fundamental questions asked by people. At St John’s we develop the children’s knowledge and understanding of Christianity and the major world faiths, and we address the fundamental questions in life, for example, the meaning of life and the existence of a divine spirit. We enable children to develop a sound knowledge of Christianity and also an understanding of other world religions. Children reflect on what it means to have a faith and to develop their own spiritual knowledge and understanding. We help the children learn from religions as well as about religions. As a Church aided school we have a commitment to teaching religious education in accordance with “the rites, practices and beliefs of the Church of England.” RE is mainly based on the teaching of the Christian Faith, with the addition of two other religions at Key stage 1 and Key stage 2.

1.2 
The aims of religious education are to help children:

· develop an awareness of spiritual and moral issues in life experiences; and to lay foundations for and to foster the spiritual growth of children
· develop knowledge and understanding of Christianity and some of the other major world religions and value systems found in Britain

· develop an understanding of what it means to be committed to a religious tradition
· be able to reflect on their own experiences and to develop a personal response to the fundamental questions of life
· develop an understanding of religious traditions and to appreciate the cultural differences in Britain and globally today
· develop investigative and research skills and to enable them to make reasoned judgements about religious issues
· to assist and encourage young people to experience Christian life and worship through actual participation in Church life and worship and familiarity with the Church building and environment, thus developing strong links between Church and School for the benefit of the children
· to help children to understand the beliefs and values of Christianity through the study of the bible and other sources
· have respect for other peoples’ views and to celebrate the diversity in society
2
The legal position of Religious Education

2.1 
Our school curriculum for religious education meets the requirements of the 1988 Education Reform Act (ERA). The ERA stipulates that RE is compulsory for all children, including those in the reception class who are less than five years old. The ERA allows parents to withdraw their child from religious education classes if they so wish, although this should only be done once the parents have given written notice to the school governors. The RE curriculum forms an important part of our school’s spiritual, moral and social teaching. It also promotes education for citizenship. Our school RE curriculum is a revision of the Questful RE syllabus, written by the Blackburn Diocesan Board of Education and now formally adopted by the Chester Diocese Board of Education. Questful RE has been updated and redesigned, bringing it in line with current best practice and pedagogical strategies. We are confident that the content of this syllabus will give pupils a deeper understanding of Christianity by embracing the explicit teaching of Christian concepts and God’s big salvation story.  In addition, through the exploration of all major World Faiths and discussion of non-religious worldviews, pupils will gain knowledge and understanding that will equip them to encounter life’s experiences in our world today and in the future.  Teachers also use the Understanding Christianity resources to inform planning.
3
Teaching and learning style

3.1 
We base our teaching and learning style in RE on the key principle that good teaching in RE allows children both to learn about religious traditions and to reflect on what the religious ideas and concepts mean to them. Our teaching enables children to extend their own sense of values and promotes their spiritual growth and development. We encourage children to think about their own views and values in relation to the themes and topics studied in the RE curriculum. To this end we encourage enquiry in RE lessons. Through an open investigative enquiry approach the pupils will be given the sense of being on a quest of discovery. A key feature of our syllabus is the large number of questions included in each unit. The purpose of these questions is to give pupils opportunity to investigate, reflect, evaluate and make meaning. In doing so they will discover more about themselves, their relationships with others, their relationship with the world around them and their relationship with God. The questions set the route through the curriculum content.
3.2 Our teaching and learning styles in RE enable children to build on their own experiences and extend their knowledge and understanding of religious traditions. We use their experiences at religious festivals such as Easter, Diwali, Hanukkah and Ramadan to develop their religious thinking.
3.3 As a Church School, the children will have an explicit awareness of a Christian faith and indeed many families will have a strong commitment to the Christian faith, so many of our stories will be based on Christian teachings.

3.4        Children may carry out research into religious topics. They study particular religious faiths and also compare the religious views of different faith groups on topics such as rites of passage or festivals. Children discuss religious and moral issues using computers and working individually or in groups. Sometimes they prepare presentations and share these with other members of the school in assemblies.

3.5 
We recognise the fact that classes in our school have children of widely differing abilities, and so we provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. We achieve this in a variety of ways, for example, by:

· setting common tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses
· setting tasks of increasing difficulty (we do not expect all children to complete all tasks)
· grouping the children by ability in the room and setting different tasks for each ability group
· providing resources of different complexity, adapted to the ability of the child
· using teaching assistants to support the work of individuals or groups of children
4
Curriculum planning in Religious Education

4.1
Our curriculum is agreed by the Governing Board and forms part of our growing commitment to Global Learning. The curriculum content is a balance of the three essential disciplines of quality RE, Theology, Philosophy and Human Social Science. This means pupils will look at concepts through a theological lens, exploring what people of faith believe. Alongside this, pupils will explore questions and answers raised in relation to the lived reality and impact of religion and world views on people’s lives. They will also think like philosophers and be equipped with the skills that will enable them to make sense of life’s experiences. RE prepares children for citizenship in today’s diverse society. It enables them to develop sensitivity to, and respect for others. Through authentic encounters with living faith communities, pupils will develop diversity dexterity and be equipped with the ability to hold an informed conversation about religious beliefs and practices. 
4.2
 We believe it is vital that religious education encourages pupils to develop positive attitudes to their learning, and to the beliefs and values of others. Continually throughout our lives we encounter things that are unusual, strange and sometimes puzzling. We meet people who are different to ourselves. In order to be able to makes sense of these experiences and build an understanding of equity, diversity and justice across the world community, we believe we all need, as human beings, to develop the following four attitudes.
Self-awareness in religious education includes pupils

· feeling confident about their own beliefs and identity and sharing them without fear of embarrassment or ridicule.

· developing a realistic and positive sense of their own religious, moral and spiritual ideas.

· recognising their own uniqueness as human beings and affirming their self-worth.

· becoming increasingly sensitive to the impact of their ideas and behaviour on other people.
Respect for all in religious education includes pupils

· developing skills of listening and a willingness to learn from others, even when others’ views are different from their own.

· being ready to value difference and diversity for the common good.

· appreciating that some beliefs are not inclusive and considering the issues that this raises for individuals and society.

· being prepared to recognise and acknowledge their own bias.

· being sensitive to the feelings and ideas of others.
Open-mindedness in religious education includes pupils

· being willing to learn and gain new understanding.

· engaging in argument or disagreeing reasonably and respectfully (without belittling or abusing others) about religious, moral and spiritual questions.

· being willing to go beyond surface impressions

· distinguishing between opinions, viewpoints and beliefs in connection with issues of conviction and faith.

Appreciation and wonder in religious education includes pupils

· developing their imagination and curiosity.

· recognising that knowledge is bounded by mystery.

· appreciating the sense of wonder at the world in which they live.

· developing their capacity to respond to questions of meaning and purpose.

4.3
We have written a long term plan based on the Questful RE syllabus. As we have mainly mixed-age classes, we carry out our long term planning on a two-year rotation cycle.
Pupils’ learning about the content of RE takes place alongside the development of their skills. In RE pupils need general skills such as gathering information, expressing ideas or evaluation sources. There are some skills that RE particularly needs to develop and use. As pupils progress in developing these skills, they will be increasingly able to understand the characteristics of each religion, and the similarities and differences between religions.
Skills
Investigate/enquire – this includes:
· asking relevant questions

· knowing how to use different types of sources as a way of gathering information

· knowing what may constitute evidence for understanding religions.

Express – this includes:
· the ability to explain concepts, rituals and practices

· the ability to identify and articulate matters of deep conviction and concern

· the ability to respond to religious issues through a variety of media.

Interpret – this includes:
· the ability to draw meaning from artefacts, music, works of art, poetry and symbolism

· the ability to suggest meanings of religious texts.

Reflect – this includes:
· the ability to reflect on feelings, relationships, experience, ultimate questions, beliefs and practices.
· The ability to use stillness, mental and physical, to think with clarity and care about significant events, emotions and atmospheres.

Empathise – this includes:

· The ability to consider the thoughts, feelings, experiences, attitudes, beliefs and values of others.

· Developing the power of imagination to identify feelings such as love, wonder, forgiveness and sorrow.

· The ability to see the world through the eyes of others and to see issues from their point of view.

Apply – this includes:

· Making the association between religious and individual community, national and international life.

· Identifying key religious values and their interplay with secular ones.

Analyse – this includes:

· Distinguishing between opinion, belief and fact.

· Distinguishing between the features of different religions.

Synthesise – this includes:

· Linking significant features of religion together in coherent ways.

· Trying to connect different aspects of life into a meaningful whole.

Evaluate – this includes:

· The ability to debate issues of religious significance with reference to evidence and argument.

· Weighing the respective claims of self-interest, consideration for others, religious teaching and individual conscience.

4.4
The class teacher writes/modifies the plans for each lesson based on the Questful RE Scheme of Work and Understanding Christianity resources. 
5
Foundation Stage

5.1
We teach RE to all children in the school, including those in the reception class.

5.2
In Reception classes, RE is an integral part of the topic work covered during the year. As the reception class is part of the Foundation Stage of the National Curriculum, we relate the RE aspects of the children’s work to the objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals which underpin the curriculum planning for children aged three to five.
6
Contribution of religious education to the teaching of other subjects

6.1 
English

Religious Education contributes significantly to the teaching of English in our school by actively promoting the skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening. Some of the texts that we use in Literacy have religious themes or content, which encourages discussion and this, is our way of promoting the skills of speaking and listening. We also encourage the children to write letters and record information in order to develop their writing ability.

6.2 
Information and communication technology (ICT)

We use ICT where appropriate in RE. The children find, select and analyse information, using the internet and CD ROMs. They also use ICT to review, modify and evaluate their work and to improve its presentation.

6.3 
Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) and Citizenship

Through our RE lessons, we teach the children about the values and moral beliefs that underpin individual choices of behaviour. So, for example, we contribute to the discussion of topics such as smoking, drugs and health education. We also promote the values and attitudes required for citizenship in a democracy by teaching respect for others and the need for personal responsibility. In general, by promoting tolerance and understanding of other people, we enable children to appreciate what it means to be positive members of our pluralistic society. We do emphasis our Christian ethos and foundation by actively promoting Christianity and the value systems implicit in it.

6.4
Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development

Through teaching RE in our school, we provide opportunities for spiritual development. Children consider and respond to questions concerning the meaning and purpose of life. We help them to recognise the difference between right and wrong through the study of moral and ethical questions. We enhance their social development by helping them to build a sense of identity in a multicultural society. Children explore issues of religious faith and values and, in so doing; they develop their knowledge and understanding of the cultural context of their own lives.

7
Teaching religious education to children with special educational needs

7.1 
In our school we teach RE to all children, whatever their ability. The teaching of RE is a vital part of our school curriculum policy, which states that we provide a broad and balanced education for all our children. When teaching RE we ensure that we provide learning opportunities matched to the needs of children with learning difficulties. We take into account the targets set for individual children.
8
Assessment and recording

8.1 
We assess children’s work in RE by making informal judgements as we observe them during lessons. We mark a piece of work once it has been completed and we comment as necessary. On completion of a unit of work, we complete an assessment sheet in line with the ‘ladder of expectation and achievement’ which is intended primarily to contribute to planning excellent tasks at the right level appropriate for the pupils’ experience, knowledge and ability. Teachers can set appropriate tasks and make judgements as to whether or not pupils in their class are working at, towards or exceeding expectations of achievement. The recording sheet is designed to be used once each term at the end of a unit.
8.2 
The RE subject leader keeps samples of children’s work in a portfolio. This demonstrates what the expected level of achievement is in RE in each year of the school. 

9
Resources

9.1 
We have sufficient resources in our school to be able to teach all our Religious Education teaching units. There is a set of Bibles for both key stages and a collection of religious artefacts which we use to enrich teaching in religious education. The Cheshire Resource library has a good supply of RE topic books and computer software to support the children’s individual research. St Oswald’s is a valuable resource for our school.  Questful RE has its own website which staff use to help plan each unit, and the RE co-ordinator has numerous books and publications for staff to use which have been recommended by the Cheshire Diocese as valuable sources of information and subject knowledge.
10
Monitoring and review

10.1 
The RE subject leader is responsible for monitoring the standards of the children’s work and the quality of the teaching in Religious Education. S/he is also responsible for supporting colleagues in the teaching of RE, for being informed about current developments in the subject, and for providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school. 
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